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Welcome
Thanks for joining us here today and thanks to Central Library for 
having us. 

 Today we hope to:

• Share ideas, information and resources to inspire your Bee in the 
City journey

• Introduce you to our key partners, who’ll share their activities and 
plans for the project

• Talk you through timelines and deadlines
• Give advice on how to work with the sculptures and materials to use
• Answer any questions and give you an opportunity to network with 

other schools and teaching colleagues 



Bee in the City

• One of the most ambitious public art projects 
ever seen in the region 

• Summer 2018 will see a trail of super-sized 3D 
bee sculptures transform the public spaces of the 
city

• Uniquely designed by regional artists
• Opportunities for businesses / organisations, 

community groups and schools to be involved 
• After the trail most of the sculptures go to 

auction, with proceeds going to We Love MCR 
Charity



The numbers so far?
• 48 sponsors confirmed – 70 anticipated 

by mid April. 
• 8 community bees left from 15 available 
• Up to 95 super sized bees on the trail
• 111 school / youth groups signed up to 

Learning Programme – 125 anticipated by 
end of March



Bee Sponsors include











Timeline
• From w/c April 9th:  Sculptures and learning packs 

collected/delivered to schools 
• w/c 23rd April: Training delivered by Manchester School of 

Writing 
• 18th May: Design submission deadline
• 18th June: Sculptures to be completed
• w/c 18th Jun: Sculptures will be collected / dropped off and 

photographed 
• Early July: Sculptures delivered to venues and 
• 4th July: Hive of Creativity Festival launch event to take 

place
• w/c 9th July: Trail of Learning Programme bees live
• w/c 23rd July -  mid September: Trail of sponsored bees 

live
• Mid to late Sep: Sculptures delivered back to schools
• Oct/Nov: Evaluation and participation awards







The Resource Pack

• This pack is your gateway to Bee in 
the City. It has all the information 
you need to start planning pupils' 
adventures with the bees.

• Packed with cross-curricular 
resources to inspire lessons and 
activities.

• Design templates so your whole 
school can get involved.

• Advice on getting the most out of 
media engagement and suggested 
fundraising activities. 

• Contact details to stay in touch. 



The Resource Pack continued

Big thanks to our pack’s guest 
editors
• Lessons plans, facts, book lists 

and resources brought to life.
• Bee a Reader initiative as part 

of Read Manchester
• Learn more about bees and 

how they are facing challenges
• Bee a Historian – find out the 

city’s links to the worker bee
• Link Bee in the City to Arts 

Award or use it to demonstrate 
your commitment to Arts Mark



Whole school fun…
Small targeted group versus whole school?

Although the emphasis of this pack is on group participation, 
you will know the dynamic that will work best for your school. 

For example, you may decide to work with a targeted group as 
your core design and realisation team, made up of a particular 
year, members of the art club, pupil premium students or 
those recognised as “gifted and talented”. 

But for the maximum effect and benefit to be achieved, we do 
encourage an element of whole school activity. 



The Resource Pack: design template



Cross Curricular Activities





Materials
We've listened to 
feedback from past 
participants and 
have put together a 
short information 
video about how to 
work with your 
sculpture, including 
advice on planning, 
pupil engagement, 
paint materials and 
varnishing



Handy Do’s and Dont’s
We have also provided an easy and 
accessible, 1-page guide to creating your 
artwork - just in case you don’t have time to 
read the full learning pack. 

This will be attached to the delivery note 
and return label, the delivery driver will ask 
your reception to sign on receipt. Do let us 
know if you don’t receive any of the 
following;
• Bee sculpture
• Tote bag containing the resource pack
• Duplicate delivery note – to be signed 

on receipt – 1 for you and the other for 
us

• Return sticky label 
• Creating your artwork ‘do’s and don’t’s’



Labelling and Packaging

• When you receive your bee it 
will have an address label 
with a sculpture reference on 
it. Please write this number 
and your school’s name on 
the base immediately, so 
there can be no mix ups or 
confusions with its identity

• When your bee is ready for 
collection/return, please 
package safely and securely, 
i.e. wrap in bubble wrap and 
attach the provided sticky 
shipping label to the outside 
of its packaging



Design Submissions 
& Evaluation Forms

To make it easier and more automated you will be able to 
complete both your Design Submission & Evaluation 
Forms online via  The Big Sleuth Website – 
http://www.beeinthecitymcr.co.uk/  

To keep you updated on news, updates, deadlines and 
opportunities, we will send you regular newsletters to the 
contact/s you included on your order form. Please check 
your inboxes, junk and spam filters, to make sure you are 
receiving these. If you’re any in doubt, contact us on 
learning@beeinthecitymcr.co.uk 

http://www.beeinthecitymcr.co.uk/
mailto:learning@beeinthecitymcr.co.uk




Linking to

If you have Arts Award trained staff you can easily map this project to either the 
Discover and Explore Levels
Discover - example
• Part A – Take part in the Arts – Explore and teach your pupils a new creative skill
• Part B – Experience artists work – get inspired by famous artists and find out all 

about them and their work
• Part C – Share and record your Discovery – Create your bear cub, share through 

assembly and trail map, record in our free arts logs.

N.B: Workbooks for your students to use/complete will be available to download 
from The Big Sleuth Website in the next 2 weeks – these are free and not exclusive 
to Arts Award schools. They can be duplicated as a journal for any pupil to use to 
document their Big Sleuth journey



Training

The Manchester Writing School 
at MMU
- Staff CPD Training 
• Includes a full day Creative 

Writing Training Workshop 
Session with The Manchester 
Writing School, including lunch 
and refreshments. 

• Date for training will be 
confirmed on Thursday and 
will hosted at MMU



Promoting Involvement
• Shout about your project – but only sneak peeks 

of decorated bees! Let’s surprise trail goers with 
your creations

• Tell us about your plans – we want to promote 
your activities, fundraising and artwork too

• Website portal for participants to access & 
download collateral in coming days

• Content includes:
– Logos and Guidelines
– Downloadable Resource Pack 
– Arts Award Log Books



Online Portal 



Learning Toolkit
• You’ll receive an 

email from Bee in the 
City with a unique 
username and 
request for you to set 
up a password

• Once this is set up 
you will have access 
to this password 
protected part of the 
from Bee in the City 
Website. A one stop 
shop for all the 
logos, assets and 
resources for this 
project.



Sharing Ideas
• Follow us on Twitter @beeinthecitymcr and 

share your ideas, designs, progress and 
fundraising activities

• Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/beeinthecityMCR
/  

• Or instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/beeinthecitymcr  

• Website: http://www.beeinthecitymcr.co.uk/ 

https://www.facebook.com/beeinthecityMCR/
https://www.facebook.com/beeinthecityMCR/
https://www.instagram.com/beeinthecitymcr
http://www.beeinthecitymcr.co.uk/


For More Information
Please contact:
learning@beeinthecitymcr.co.uk 

• Laura McGregor:
Telephone: 07858 349388
• Jana Kennedy:
Telephone: 07812 456852

• Wild in Art Finance enquiries: 01663 308088
• Web: www.beeinthecitymcr.co.uk 

mailto:learning@beeinthecitymcr.co.uk
http://www.beeinthecitymcr.co.uk/






Thank you!
Any questions?




